——-— WITH MULTI-FACTOR AUTHERTICATION ~——-

WHAT IS MULTI-FACTOR AUTHENTICATION?

Multi-factor authentication (MFA) is a security method that requires users to provide two or more verification factors
to access a resource such as an application, online account, or VPN. With the growing number of cyber threats and
data breaches, it is crucial to have strong authentication methods in place to protect online accounts and sensitive
information.

MFA often combines something you know (a password), something you have (a security token), and your physical
likeness (biometrics) to enhance security. This adds an extra layer of protection beyond just a single password.

TYPES OF MULTI-FACTOR AUTHERTICATION

1. SMS-BASED AUTHENTICATION 3. AUTHENTICATOR APPS
How it works: A one-time passcode (OTP) is How it works: Software applications generate
sent to your mobile phone via SMS. You enter this time-based OTPs that you enter after your
code into the system to gain access. password.
Pros: Easy to use, no specialized Pros: More secure than SMS, works without an
hardware required. internet connection.
Cons: Can be intercepted by hackers, relies on Cons: Requires smartphone, can be inconvenient
mobile network availability. if device is lost.

2. EMAIL-BASED AUTHENTICATION 4. BIOMETRIC AUTHENTICATION
How it works: An OTP or a verification link is How it works: Uses fingerprint, facial
sent to your registered email address. recognition, or retina scan to verify identity.
Pros: Convenient, no need for additional devices. Pros: Highly secure, fast, and convenient.
Cons: Susceptible to phishing attacks, can be Cons: Requires specialized hardware,
delayed if email servers are slow. can generate privacy concerns.

5. HARDWARE TOKENS

How it works: Physical devices generate OTPs or
use USB/NFC tags for authentication.

Pros: Extremely secure, immune to phishing.
Cons: Costly, can be lost or stolen.

WHY USE MULTI-FAGTOR AUTHERTICATION?

e Enhanced Security: Implementing MFA e Compliance: Helps meet corporate and regulatory
provides an additional layer of security beyond just requirements for data protection.
passwords. « Reduces Fraud: Minimizes the risk of unauthorized

e Protects Sensitive Data: It is crucial for access and fraud.
safeguarding personal and business information.

MFA is a simple, yet powerful tool to significantly bolster your online security. By leveraging one or more of the various
types of MFA, you can protect yourself and your organization from unauthorized access and potential cyber threats.
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